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following happened, in view of which I advise all physicians
to beware of patients who offer room and board. I healed
first his arm. . . . However, the art is not in closing the
wound. The doctor has to prevent it from opening again.
Now Dr. Burzli, a brother of the patient, did not know this,
but was trying to hasten the cure. He thought he had learned
enough from me, broke into my room like a burglar, stole
my medicine, and also used other deceptions." *
No brief for the other side exists. Paracelsus' account has
prejudiced the case for posterity in his favor. But his own
charge turns evidence against him. In an earlier account of the
quarrel he failed to mention the theft, but gave evidence of his
distrustful and vindictive nature:
"This doctor saw the Arcana Simpliciwn and, judging by
its color, thought it was precipitate. So he thought he knew
the art, since I had nearly finished the job. He provoked a
quarrel and finished the job himself. But they were both
cheated, the one because the medicine is not precipitate, the
other because he thinks his skin .is whole, but inside he is all
rotten."2
Chuckling maliciously, as in the case of the Margrave of Baden,
he rejoiced in his patient's misfortune. His petulant remark
would be consistent with quite a different story. What if
Paracelsus had quarreled with Dr. Burzli over the length of the
treatment, and had left the patient's house in a flurry of rage?
The patient may have been a miser; but the doctor seemed to be
interested in his money as much as in his health.
TRADE   SECRETS
The preceding episode has shown that scientific knowledge
was then considered personal property. No doctor would, for